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Message from the Headteacher 

 

As we near the end of another amazing year, I would just like to take 

this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful summer break. 

 

The students have worked incredibly hard and have been rewarded 

with some  fantastic visits out. 

 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter which will give you a flavour of the 

achievements and exciting times they’ve had. 



 

 

The end of another academic year and good progress is being made across Key Stage 3.  

This year there has been a real push on independent learning and the ability to apply 

what has been taught and learned into assessment situations.  No one likes tests and 

exams but they are something we all need to get used to so we can be ready for GCSE’s 

at the end of Y11.  Some students are beginning to show levels of ability that would   

suggest they could be entered for higher level maths GCSE’s when the time comes.  You 

have the potential, use it and practise it so it just gets better!   

 

Unfortunately, Mr Chadwick is leaving Forest Moor and is returning to the North East of 

England to work in a special school near Sunderland.  This has been a year that he, and 

hopefully most of his students have really enjoyed!  There has been a lot of laughter and 

a lot of learning.  Additionally, some students have also improved their darts and 

draughts playing!  

 

In KS4 the focus has also been on independent learning and ‘you get out what you put in’ 

so we are hoping for those in Y11 who have worked so hard this year will gain the results 

they deserve.  The independent learning and application to learning in Y10 has improved 

as students begin to see that the messages shared are more than nagging but are actual-

ly quite helpful.  Keep it up Y10 you can all gain high levels of success.   
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Forest Moor School’s presence in the school sports partnership has grown again this year.   

Pupils have represented the school at golf, football, track cycling, cross country running, boccia 

and tag rugby. Many of these sports have been mirrored in the curriculum delivery to help    

provide the pupils with the confidence and experience necessary to perform in a structured 

competition.  

The pupils have done a great job and tried their very best at each event. This was non more  

evident than in the most recent football tournament. Out of five attending schools, Forest 

Moor finished second, their highest ever placing in football.  

 

Well done boys, lets try and go one better next year! 
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It has been a busy term in food technology with lots of great projects on the go. We have made  

everything from biscuits to rabbit stew! 

 

We have said farewell to our culinary year 11s and welcomed some new up and coming young chefs 

of the future.  

 

Seeds have been planted for our new vegetable garden, which like our students, has been growing 

all term and it is with great pride that I can say is now producing a great crop of not only cabbages, 

potatoes, broccoli and onions in our transitional section, but also some slightly more exotic items 

including  kholrabbi and bok choi. Everything is looking great to harvest and try in the near future—

the white radishes were a great delight and really had some kick! 

 

So, all in all a brilliant end to the year with some exciting things to look forward to and a great   

foundation laid for September. 
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Our Thrive sessions 

continue to be      

embedded across the 

whole school both in 

KS3, KS3 and KS4 in 

a fun interactive   

engaging way. We 

look at emotions that 

we may feel and the 

sensations we      
 

experience with 

these emotions so 

that children can 

start to
 explore 

themselves and be 

supported to find 

coping strategies 

when things get 

that lit
tle bit 

tough for 

them.  

We have finally mastered the 

art of making slime and have 

even progressed onto making edible slime! All the    

children are excited to be given this opportunity in 

their Thrive sessions as it is a transitional object that 

can help regulate them when they start to feel         

unmanageable emotions.  

We have also had some rare nesting 

birds in our Thrive garden. We 

haven’t been able to get out into 

the area recently but now they 

have hatched I’m hopeful we can go 

and be creative! 



 

 

We have been exploring our wider community and 

trying to get involved in a local rock hunting game. 

This is a new craze that has hit many areas so we 

have had fun exploring and re-hiding any rocks we 

found! We are even making our own to take back 

and hide!  

Our tutor groups are named after reservoirs in the area 

and as part of a group Thrive activity, Leighton Class 

went to visit the reservoir they are named after. Lots 

of thrive activities were done by the tutor team and 

outside experiences were had by all.   



 

 

Finally, the current year 6 group had a taster session on their transition day 

of thrive in upper school! We had lots of fun being together and working as a 

team, being kind to others and building those key relationships that will help 

secure their transition up in September.   



 

In January of this year, Personal, Social and Health Education  became a timetabled subject at Forest 
Moor School again, having previously been delivered as Life Skills lessons and during breakfast club 
and tutor time.  
 
PSHE allows our students to develop their knowledge and skills to help keep themselves healthy and 
safe, and prepare for life and work after they leave school. PSHE covers a wide range of topics - so far 
this year we have looked at and discussed the things that make us individuals, our roles in our families 
and communities, discussed and developed our ideas what it means to be British and live in Britain and 
developing strategies to stay safe both on and offline.  
 
Year seven have had some brilliant discussions on a variety of subjects this year, as a group they hold a 
variety of opinions on many topics and this makes for really interesting discussions - one very memora-
ble lesson focused on British government and the political parties and became a debate about whether 
politicians really cared about the “real people like us!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year eight are the inquisitive group in school!  The class are really keen to get to the bottom of topics 
and work out what is fact and what is fiction; during a class investigation in to how safe the online 
world is, we were all shocked to find just how easy it is to convincingly impersonate someone else 
online. Both staff and students recognised we need to be very aware of what we say and do online.  
 
Year nine love a good debate! You can always rely on this class to put forward their opinions in a ma-
ture manner regardless of whether they agree with each  other or not! It was really interesting to hear 
the classes thoughts on “should children under the age of 10 be banned from online gaming” and their 
solutions to keep young people safe online.  Year nine were also very interested in the political parties 
of Britain and the promises each party makes - we may have a budding politician or two in that group!  
 
Year ten have been keen to build their “real world” skills in PSHE, and have researched lots of things 
that will help them as young adults - they were particularly keen on researching which occupations had 
paid training and apprenticeship opportunities; we had a great discussion about the minimum wage - 
does it work, and whether Britain should change how child benefits are paid and copy Finland’s        
experiment of paying everyone a monthly wage. 
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At
The D&T workshop continues to 
be a busy place with lots or hard 
work and creativity. KS2 
projects link to topic which has 
made their displays interesting. 
Yr7  have made clocks and bug 
hotels which we have put around 
school. 
Yr8 visited a garden centre to 
inspire their garden planter 
designs and product steady hand 
games with complicated 
electronics.  
Yr9 visited Tropical World to 
research gift shop products 
before producing their own.
Yr10 have been completing AQA 
awards and are currently working 
together to make a Mud Kitchen 
for Ks2. 
This just names a few things, the 
young people are always trying 
new ideas in their spare time. I 
hope they bring more ideas after 
the summer. 

KS2 Topic links

Yr9 Zoo Project

Yr7
Bug hotels
and clocks



 

 

Science 

I arrived at Forest Moor just before Easter and have had a great time working with all year groups, it’s 

been great making relationships with young people and doing some really cool science. 

Year 7  

They have studied, in detail, several topics so far this term and have made good progress; well done on 

the great work you have produced!  Lab skills and reporting skills have hugely improved! I am very 

proud of them! We have also had some very impressive conversations about the topics in question! I 

think these scientists will ‘rock’ Year 8! 

 

 

 

Year 8 

Year 8 have been awesome and have really looked after me! These guys are ‘on it’ in Science, almost 

every lesson! Great subject knowledge and brilliant practical skills! They really understand the con-

cepts and are really starting to support each other with their learning, which is great to see. I know 

that when they embark on the challenge of Btec next year they will all be on track! A pleasure! 
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Year 9 

A great start to BTEC science. The lads have shown great maturity and are making excellent progress 

with their coursework and are working well together. 

We are working towards the exam aspect of the course and I am hoping we can sit this early so that 

everyone can remain confident, positive and concentrate on the coursework assignments. 

Well done Year 9, it’s been great working with you. I look forward to September and great things to 

come! 

 

 

Year 10 

Most students have worked extremely hard on the course. They are flying through their coursework! 

We are currently working on the knowledge needed to pass the exam element of the course, I know all 

of whom can easily do this.. They are a great group of young people to work with and have made me 

welcome since I started working with them. 

You will be a fab Year 11 group. I look forward to September!   



Key Stage 2Key Stage 2  

We have had a fantastic Summer term in Key Stage 2. 
We have studied the author Roald Dahl , tried to write 
stories in his style and made beards for the character 

Mr Twit. 

 

We have studied the lives of famous artists 
and tried to create our own versions of 

works by Mondrian, Van Gogh and Picasso 

Many of our children have achieved a school 
Gold ward at the end of the week. Our Gold 
trips this term have included Valley Gardens, 

Billy Bobs, ten pin bowling, swimming and the 
cinema. 



 

 

 

We have a very exciting curriculum at Forest Moor. 
We have weekly outdoor education, food technology 
and design technology lessons. Here we are visiting 

Harrogate Climbing Wall. 

At Forest Moor our children are proud 
of representing the school. Here we are 

trying out wheelchair basketball at a 
multisports day for school in North York-

shire last month. We have also fielded 
our first ever Key Stage 2 football team! 

Most of all we have enjoyed working as a team 
and developing our skills together! 

 
 

Have a great summer! 



 

It’s been a busy and productive year in English. We have read some amazing literature and worked on 

some key skills which are the building blocks of future success. 

Year 11 sat their public exams, both GCSE and Functional skills. The students should be very proud of 

their achievements, and we look forward to celebrating with them on results day! 

In year 10 the students have been improving both their spoken and written English. They have studied 

texts such as ‘Buddy’ which have produced some lively discussion.  

Year 10 have also been concentrating on the analysis of Non-fiction texts, studying and writing about 

audience and purpose. 

 

Year 9 have studied two plays this year, Willy Russell’s Our day out and Blood Brothers, the group are 

enthusiastic readers of plays and have enjoyed this very much. We have also been very creative, pro-

ducing some great stories, using similes, metaphors and emotive language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 and 8 have been working on writing from different viewpoints and they have produced some 

fantastic work on ‘Painting a picture with words’ including some memorable moments from their own 

life experiences. One of the texts we have read is ‘Private Peaceful’, set in the First World War, a pow-

erful novel by Michael Morpurgo. 

It’s now time to welcome the transition group into year 7 and we are working on building on all of the 

skills they have learned in Key stage two. Welcome! 

Next year promises to be just as productive and we are looking forward to the learning being varied 

and stimulating, further preparing the students for a bright literary future! 

 

 



 

It has been an exciting year in Outdoor Ed with lots of new pupils starting at the school getting to have 
new experiences and develop skills in new sports and activities. These have included, indoor climbing, 
outdoor rock climbing, mountain biking, orienteering, mountain walking, canoeing, shelter building, 
bushcraft, camp craft, cooking on open fires and even making camping stoves out of old coke cans. 
 
This year we also took a team to the first ever North Yorkshire Indoor Climbing Championship. A rela-
tively young team gave it their all but unfortunately, up against more experienced opposition, weren’t 
quite able to come home with any silverware. Our team did us very proud and we are looking forward 
to competing next year! 
 
All of our pupils this year have at times been pushed beyond their usual comfort zones. Well done  to 
everyone for a great effort and we look forward to next year! 
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     School Holiday Dates 
 Academic Year 2018-2019 

 
Term 1 - Autumn 2018 
 
Development Days:  Monday and Tuesday 3rd and 4th September 
 
Term Dates: Wednesday 5th September - Friday 26th  October 
Autumn Break: Monday 29th  October - Friday 2nd November 

 
Term 2 
 
Term Dates: Monday 5th November - Friday 21st 
December           
Christmas Break: Monday 24th December – Friday 4th  January 2019 
 

Term 3 - Spring 2019 
 
Development Day:  Monday 7th January  
 
Term Dates: Tuesday 8th January - Friday 22nd February  
February Break:  Monday 25th February - Friday 1st March 
 

              Term 4 
 
               Term Dates: Monday 4th March – Friday 12th April 
               Spring Break: Monday 8th April  - Friday 26th April   
 
 

Term 5 - Summer 2019 
 
Development Day:  Monday 29th April 
 
Term Dates: Tuesday 30th April - Friday 24th  May 
May Day - Monday 6th  May 
May Break: Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May  

 
      Term 6  
 
      Term Dates: Monday 3rd  June - Friday 19th July 
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