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We are coming to the end of another term and I don’t know where the 
time goes. 

 

The students have worked tremendously hard this term and we are very proud of them 
all. Keep up the hard work! 

 

The Key Stage 2 provision continues to expand and a third class opened at the          
beginning of the month. I do hope you will take the opportunity to have a look at some of 
the work that has taken place across the school . 

 

I hope this letter provides you with a glimpse of just some of the activities, both          
curricular and out of school, that the students have been engaging in. Of particular note, 
students from across all the Key Stages participated in the MacMillan Coffee Morning. 
We all had a fantastic time and I was delighted with the support received from so many 
parents and Governors. A total of £210.77 was raised for this incredible cause.  

 

You will see that Mr Boatwright has written his own farewell note but I would like to add 
that we all want to wish him well for the future and thank him for everything he has done 
with our students this term,  

 

                   I would like to say thank you to the staff for their hard work throughout the   

                           term, and indeed the support we receive from parents and carers in   

                                making a difference to so many young lives.  

 

                     I hope you all enjoy a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year and I look                           

                               forward to seeing our students return refreshed and ready for the  

                                             new term on Wednesday 4th January 2017. 

 

                                                                   Marc Peart 

Message from the Headteacher 



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Thrive 

In our 1:1 weekly thrive sessions we have been working on all of our interests.     

Everyone has taken to their sessions brilliantly and has done some fantastic things to 

improve the school and their own emotional well-being.  

We have started to decorate the room in bright colours . 

and done some creative things in our 1:1 sessions  



 

 

Thrive 

Our sessions follow the thrive action plans to help each individual with their social and 

emotional development. We adapt each session to meet each student’s needs using 

their action plan and taking on board their particular interests, like/dislikes etc but also 

to help them experience new opportunities, feelings, textures and tastes. 

A great start to the first term! 



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Gold Rewards 

One of the tasks of our school council is to help choose what the 

Gold rewards will be. Gold rewards are earned by pupils who have 

had a great week at school and so can choose an out of school 

activity on Friday afternoons. This term so far has included, (deep 

breath) training dogs, indoor climbing, ice skating, outdoor      

sculptures, swimming, archery, golf, country houses, Xmas     

shopping…..and a Coca Cola truck! 



 

Humanities 

As part of our Humanities curriculum this half term, we have been studying Tourism. 

One of our tasks was to find out “What makes a tourist destination?” To answer our 

question, our year 8 young people helped to organise a very successful field trip to 

Scarborough.  



      
       

 

 

Thrive English 

English, this term, for both Key Stage 3 and 4 has been focused on building skills 

through Subject Specific learning. The students discussed areas that they are          

interested in and we have used this information to construct units of work centred on 

specific skills such as inference, extrapolation, etc. In KS4 this has meant covering 

‘Dubai’ but also ‘Linguicide’, as many of our students predict that other languages may 

die out! In KS3, topics have ranged from Farming to Rock Music and (nearly)          

everything in between. We have also studied great pieces of litertures 

such as ‘Holes’, as well, as investigating the ramifications of ‘Crime 

and Punishment’ with the Year 9s. The students have produced      

reviews, narratives, posters, advertisements and many other pieces, 

alongside utilising the skills of comprehension when faced with a    

variety of fiction and non-fiction texts.  

 

It has (hopefully) been an interesting and exciting English journey for the students over 

these past 14 weeks. For me, it has been an unforgettable teaching experience and 

one which I know I will look back on fondly when I have chance to fully reflect. As an 

educator, I have never learnt more than I have at Forest Moor and that is my tribute to 

all of the staff and students at this school. To all of you I can only say ‘Thank you’,    

although I know that this is nowhere near enough.   
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Sports 

This term there have been two scheduled sports fixtures. The first was a Boccia        

tournament held in York where we competed against Danesgate PRU and Hambleton 

PRU. Forest Moor went unbeaten throughout the competition and were awarded first 

place. Well done to the Boccia team of Harry Monahan, Kieren Cooper, Olly Moran, Neo 

Parker and Oliver Henderson.  

The second fixture is yet to be played at the time of writing this but is an 

exciting football match Vs Danesgate PRU. The 5 a side match will be held 

at the Roko 3G pitch in York. There will be another fixture after Christmas. 

The team is currently under consideration by Mr Brady as a number of 

players have put their names forward and competition for places is fierce. 

The proud medal  

winners! 



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Art 

This term in art we have celebrated the beauty of autumn through a variety of different   
medium. Students have painted autumn landscapes and leaves, the results have been 
outstanding. The colours in the paintings are spectacular and truly represent the season in 
all its glory. Students have also experimented with printmaking in their paintings with great 
success and confidence. For Halloween, the students decorated the dining hall and      
produced some fantastic spooky pictures. 

For bonfire night students created collages of burning fires using coloured paper. The           
finished effect  was visually stunning and 3D. Students have recently completed art work 
exploring the theme of space using coloured pastels. 



 

 

Literacy Intervention 

 

 

 

 

A small number of pupils have completed their reading assessments, literacy and speech                                      
language and communication needs assessment this term. 

They are making positive steps in intervention to improve the areas that have been       
recognised for that particular young person. 

These sessions are targeted interventions and designed to meet the individual needs of 
the young people. 

Each session is different, however challenging in its own way. Sometimes this can involve 
one young person working on a personal need and sometimes can be two young people 
working together expanding their literacy and communication skills.  



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Design & Technology  

The DT workshop has now been up and running for whole term and on the whole the 
subject is popular right the way through school. Everyone from KS2-KS4 can now        
responsibly and independently use the tools and machines in there. There have been 
too many individual products made to mention but everyone is bringing a handmade 
hamper and decoration home for Christmas.  
 
I'm looking forward to seeing everyone  again in the new year, there are lots of new     
exciting projects planned and new equipment is being added to the workshop.    



 

 

Parent Support 

What a term it's been!  I have loved meeting all the pupils in the school and am in the 
process of finishing my own room, although more bean bags are needed!! 
 
Meeting up with our families has been really rewarding, (thank you) and I am hoping to 
meet up with the families I haven't managed to meet yet in the New Year. 
 
Christmas is a time of peace and goodwill.  I hope we all enjoy many memories with 
lots of laughter and love.  



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive Key Stage 2 

Alex and Mrs Patchett lighting and  

building a campfire in outdoor education 

Loui painting the car he constructed  

in a DT lesson 

Lily and Dylan rearranging the vocabulary in a sentence  

and trying to use more descriptive language 

Dylan has a light bulb moment! 



 

 

Key Stage 2 

Loui using resources to solve maths problems 

Dominic is a maths genius!  

Here he is using the grid method  

to solve multiplication calculations 

Daniel creating artwork for the Autumn display 

Bob using 2d shapes to make a symmetrical pattern 



      
       

 

 

 

 

Thrive Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well what a term! The year 10s have been working very hard and making fantastic pro-
gress on their BTEC Applied Science portfolio work and will undoubtedly be continuing 
after Christmas with making great progress while preparing for their BTEC exam in the 
Spring. Some new students who have joined us part way through the term are doing 
particularly well in even catching up! 

The year 8's have also been applying their laboratory skills 
for good use in continuing their key stage 3 science studies 
in how do living things interact?, how things move (which 
they particularly excelled at!) and environmental chemistry 
which they are near to finishing. I have no doubt that their 
motivation and engagement in science will mean that they 
not only continue making great progress in the Lab but that 
they may even start post 16 accreditations a year early so 
that they can achieve even more in such an important core 
subject! 

The year 9's have already completed their systems for         sur-
vival, staying alive and earth, space and beyond topics and are 
working on their be reactive topic. They have applied their practi-
cal skills learned last year to good use and have worked so well 
they only have 3 more topics until they finish an accelerated key 
stage 3 science program and have studied all of the curriculum 
for year 7,8 and 9 in only 2 years enabling them to be best pre-
pared for studying BTEC and securing the best key stage 4     
attainment they can get for post 16. 



 

 

Science 

They all enjoy the colour and explosive        
practicals in some of the topics but are also 

embracing the theory of science and enjoying 
learning about the world around them. 

The year 7/8s are the newby's in the lab this year and have done very well in      
learning such a great amount. The lab assistant Mr O Moran has excelled in         
supporting them with their studies while further developing his own as they do say 
"the best way to learn is to teach!". They have so far this year studied be reactive, 
systems for survival and what are things made of within a typical 3 year science    
curriculum. 



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive More art work 

The Amazing Solar System 



      
       

 

 

 

Thrive Outdoor Education 

Since September our students 

have undertaken a broad range 

of challenges and activities. KS2 

have proved themselves to be 

good rock climbers with great   

potential, in a number of lessons 

at Harrogate Climbing Wall, as 

well as learning how to climb   

students are also beginning to 

learn to manage risk.  

 

Students have also developed their mountain biking skills, exploring ramps, jumps and 

other off road skills. 

 

 

 

 

                                    

KS3 have also taken part in a variety of activities in their   

lessons. The highlight of Term 1 being a day canoeing,     

either building their own rafts or running rapids on the River 

Wharfe. In Term 2 all students have developed their          

orienteering skills visiting courses in Otley and Ilkley. 



 

 

Food Technology  

  

During this half term we have been busy making our traditional Christmas hampers as a 

gift for family and friends. The difference from last year is that now we have expanded the 

technology curriculum and the pupils have been making a variety of different shapes and 

sized hampers in design technology.  

The pupils have been working hard making products to go in the hamper such as          

chutneys, mince pies and chocolate logs. 



 

 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Mrs Caven leads by example!! 

We were overwhelmed by the parental and        

Governor support and involvement 



      
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrive A Christmas Cracker! 

Who hides in 

the bakery at   

Christmas?  

A mince spy! 

How does Good King Wenceslas  

like his pizzas? 

Deep and crisp and even! 

Why do birds fly 

south in winter?  

 

Because it's too  

far to walk! 


