
 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

I’m really not sure where the time goes. It’s hard to believe that we have 

reached the end of the summer term again already. 

 

We have had an amazing year and I hope you will realise the progress that 

has been made when you read the end of year report for your child. I know 

I speak for all the staff when I say we feel incredibly proud of the       

achievements our children have made and I hope you do too.  

 

As you all know, we had an Ofsted Inspection in May. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank both pupils for showing the Inspectors how proud 

they are of the school and to parents for taking the time to contribute to 

the process by making comments either verbally or via Parent View. 

 

We are sadly saying farewell to three members of staff this summer—         

Mr Coates, Food Technology Teacher and KS4 Lead, Mr Barton, Head of KS2 

and Mr Wilson, Site Manager. They will all be sorely missed by staff and  

students alike but we wish them well in their new ventures.  

 

I hope you all have a very enjoyable summer break and I look forward to 

seeing the pupils return on Tuesday 5th September. 

2017 
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Action, Adventure, Adrenaline!   

Year 7 and 8 students have been getting to grips with award winning author Anthony Horowitz’s spy 

novel Stormbreaker! Pupils have been working ‘undercover’ decoding the text, looking for clues and  

detecting links between characters to improve their reading and writing skills. In addition, they have 

been designing and developing their own Spy Gadgets and describing how they work. Pupils have       

enjoyed creating their own action- packed spy stories with thrilling twists and cliff hanger endings!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 and 9 Pupils  

Year 8 and 9 pupils have enjoyed a successful year reading texts from the acclaimed Dark Man series, 

extracts from hard hitting novel ‘Gun Dog’, as well as studying Nigel Hinton’s classic ‘Buddy’ in          

preparation for their GCSE course. Pupils took opportunity to hone their writing and develop their media 

skills through planning and creating their own magazines, writing articles in a range of genres.  More   

recently students have explored the gothic horror genre and braved writing their own spooky stories. 

Year 10 and 11  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils have worked hard to meet the challenges of the new GCSE in 

English as well as successfully preparing for their Functional Skills Level 2 qualifications in English.  Pupils 

have made huge progress in writing for a range of different purposes and audiences producing quality 

written responses. Year 10 and 11 pupils demonstrated confidence in their communication skills taking 

part in class debates as well as presenting their ideas and opinions as part of their Speaking & Listening 

assessments, discussing controversial issues including The Death Penalty, The Dangerous Dogs Act, Knife 

Crime, Brexit and the recent General Election!     

  English and Literacy  



 

KS3 Reading Intervention and Speech Language and Communication Needs  

At Forest Moor we deliver targeted interventions tailored around the specific needs of our young 

people. There are specific assessments for the reading intervention programme and progression 

tools used to determine how best we can support our young people. 

Reading Intervention: - Once assessment data has 

been collected around all literacy aspects for reading, 

writing, understanding etc., and we have identified 

areas where best to support ,we tailor one to one   

interventions to rapidly increase our young people’s 

ability and to feel confident in accessing and           

participating in their expected age range ability 

group lessons. 

Speech Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) 

SLCN impacts many young people in every school,   

however at Forest Moor, we use something called a 

progression tool put together by speech and language 

therapists to help us identify areas expected of age 

range groups, to determine how we can best support 

our young people in building their communication 

needs. This may be in the classroom, targeted one to 

one sessions and or small groups also across mixed   

ages. 

SLCN in KS3 is divided up into four main areas: - 

 Understanding spoken language and      

           verbal  reasoning skills 

 Understanding and using vocabulary 

 Sentence structure and narrative. 

 Social Interaction  



 

 

   Science  
Year 7/8 Science 

Thruscross have had an excellent 1st year in science for some, 

others had more experience in the lab and I am pleased to say 

coached the newbie’s. They have studied 8 topics across the 

year and since Christmas have looked at ‘rocks and their uses’, 

‘staying alive’, ‘why are we different?’, ‘earth, space and       

beyond’ and ‘light and sound’. No small task doing that much 

science in a year! They have embraced the challenge and have 

in the process gained excellent lab skills. Some of the practicals 

they have particularly enjoyed since Christmas were probably 

in the rocks topic and as they enjoyed the topic so much we 

even took a joint science and geography trip to Stump Cross Caverns which everyone really enjoyed. 

Most also unsurprisingly enjoyed the eye dissection! 

Year 8 Science 

Scarhouse have continued in science as they set out in year 7….amazing! 

They have all had an even more excellent year in the lab than last year. 

They have studied 8 topics across the year and since Christmas have 

looked at ‘how living things interact’, ‘how things move’, ‘environmental 

chemistry’, ‘how do we stay healthy?’, ‘exploring electricity and mag-

netism’, ‘what’s in a reaction extended’, ‘using energy’ and ‘light and 

sound’. A huge amount of science in a year! They have enjoyed the  

challenge and have in the process made great progress. Some of the 

practicals they have particularly enjoyed are the trip to Stump Cross  

Caverns like the year 7/8’s and the light and sound work with ray boxes, 

the electricity work and the environmental chemistry topic. 



 

   Science  
Year 9 Science 

Fewston have also had an excellent year and have completed all of the science key stage 3     

curriculum in 2 years instead of 3. Due to this they have moved onto key stage 4 curriculum   

already and are studying Level 2 BTEC in Applied Science which they will continue in year 10.   

Since Christmas they have studied ‘why are we different?’, rocks and their uses’ and what are 

things made of?’, 7 topics in total this year. They have really enjoyed many of their practicals 

and have shown great maturity with some of the more dangerous work done by listening     

carefully and following instructions well. Some of the more enjoyed practicals include chemistry 

for year 9’s and they too enjoyed a great trip to Stump Cross Caverns with geography and in aid 

of studying rocks. 

 
Year 10 Science 

Some students have worked extremely hard on his Level 2 BTEC in applied science. Some 

others are studying an entry level certificate in science but all have shown great safety and 

maturity in their lab work and I have no doubt will achieve in year 11. Good luck and have a 

nice summer. 



 

 

 

This year in Maths, pupils have been working on a range of topics including perimeter and area,     
averages, using coordinates, data collection and generating sequences. During the data collection 
topic, students made maths functional by combining a probability element. After building a spinner 
they spun it a number of times and analysed results to see if the spinner was fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The effort students have put in has been reflected in some good progress for lots of our young     

people, with some making outstanding progress. If this is sustained ,these pupils can expect to leave 

Forest Moor with some strong Maths qualifications in the years to come. 

   Maths  
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There have been a number of sports fixtures for Forest Moor this year from football and rugby      

matches, boccia and cycling time trails.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest football match was a close contest against 

Danesgate PRU in York. Two KS2 pupils made their      

debuts for the school team and both of them bagged 

goals.                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mention must go out to Neo Parker and Ellis Cockings for consistently signing up to all and any sports 

fixtures the school has and always giving their best performances. 

   Physical Education   



 

It's time to talk, it's Time to Change. 
There has been huge progress made to tackle stigma surrounding mental health recently, this includes 
campaigns from celebrities and the younger members of the royal family where they have openly 
talked about their mental health and well-being. Lady Gaga said she feels people with mental health 
challenges were 'not hiding anymore' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Too often, people feel afraid to admit that they are struggling with their mental health. 
At Forest moor school we feel that mental health is just as important as physical health and we        
encourage our pupils and their families to talk to us, we promise we will listen, we ask you to trust us 
to help and if we can’t, we know people who can. In September we are embarking on a new journey 
where we will be bringing students from York St John University who are training in counselling to 
work with our pupils to support them and to gain a greater understanding of young people and the 
issues they face growing up today.  
 
Being kind to you is one of the hardest skills we need to learn as we go into adulthood and I try to   
encourage our young people to look at the seven steps that help us acquire that awareness. 
 
 Talking   Being open with people, I trust about how I’m feeling. 
 Exercising Looking after my body, playing sport, eating healthy. 
 Calming  Good sleep habits like turning my phone off early. Trying meditation. 
 Learning A new skill, a great way to gain confidence.  
 Relating Spending time with the people I care about. 
 Creating Expressing myself creatively e.g. music, art, drama, and writing. 
 Praising  Being kind to myself, or listing the qualities I value in myself. 
 
Please have a safe and happy holiday and if you need anyone to talk to please don’t hesitate to   
contact me or Teresa Caven. 
 
 
 

The exceptional coun-
selling in school has 
been transformational. It 
has ensured my child 
can thrive and take the 
best possible path in life. 

 



 

After the Easter holidays, we launched ourselves into a busy term of mountain biking; Key Stage 2 have 

explored paths and trails around Fewston and Swinsty Reservoirs before venturing out on the mountain 

bike trails at Otley 

Key Stage 3 also hit the mountain bike 

trails, taking part in several journeys. One 

of the favourite with all classes has been 

the 7km swooping decent from the top of 

Greenhow hill, down into Patley Bridge. 

 

We have some great mountain bikers in 

Key Stage 2 and 3 and all pupils have 

grown in both ability and confidence on 

the mountain bikes.  

We have also had several visits to the  

climbing wall at Harrogate, where we have 

seen confidence grow and grow as many of 

the children climb very confidently in the 

bouldering and when using harnesses and 

ropes in the main climbing zone. 

Key Stage 3 have engaged in a number of activities 

this half term, continuing on the mountain bike 

theme, we have looked at bike maintenance and 

made fidget spinners out of spare bike parts. 

Also, at their request, we have been working on 

bushcraft and survival skills, from shelter building to 

fire building and cooking a variety of food over the 

fires. Dough twists filled with jam  and cupcakes 

baked in oranges have been very popular with     

children and staff alike! 

   Outdoor Pursuits  



 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my year here at Forest Moor.  It has been a privilege meeting and 

getting to know all the families. 

A warm welcome goes out to all our new families of the children starting in September. 

I have been working throughout the year, with families and teachers, on a farm with horses and 

dogs at Learning to Listen. The horses mirror emotions 

and behaviours and these can be worked through     

together with the child and whole family. Everyone can 

learn to listen to each other to build a stronger         

connection and better communication. 

This has been fun and a whole new experience for me 

as I have had the opportunity to learn about myself as 

well as the families and teachers involved. Thank you to 

all who have made a commitment to these sessions. 

Parent Liason Work    



 

 

 

Ten KS3 pupils have taken part in an individually tailored programme of Emotional Literacy Intervention 

this academic year and have enjoyed a variety of tasks, including Drama, games,  working with Clay, 

Playdough, Lego, and creating art work for their scrapbooks.  

This year the pupils have benefitted from a new Emotional Literacy room which is a wonderful calming 

environment. The pupils shopped for items for the room and also helped to assemble lamps and         

decorate it, which has enabled them to feel a sense of belonging and ownership of the space.  

Sessions have also taken place in the outdoors and in the sports hall focusing on the individual   pupil’s 

interests and skills which has enabled the pupils to fully access the session focus. 

Through this work the pupils have explored their feelings, learning how to recognise and respond to    

uncomfortable emotions.  

All pupils have also undertaken work on Self-Esteem and Self Awareness. 

Some pupils have also worked on communication skills and enjoyed communication activities using    

Drama, Lego and artwork. 

All pupils have created a scrapbook of their work which they are more than welcome to take home. 

   Emotional Literacy Intervention 



 

Our Thrive sessions have been 

busy th
roughout th

e last y
ear. 

Each individual has a tailor 

made plan to
 work on where 

they can experience a range of 

different experiences to
     

     

enhance th
eir d

evelopment.  

We spend time in and out of the Thrive room.  

Playing with bubbles and imagining where 

they are going, making sand bottles using 

different colours to link to different emotions 

and feelings and using balloons to create 

different things are some of the activities we 

have done. 



 

Other things we have done are smelling the        

outdoors, getting in touch with nature, playing 

feather football, making music, creative crafts with 

clay, sand, shaving foam, cooking and experiencing 

different tastes, building blocks, painting, donut 

eating challenges, marshmallow towers the list 

goes on! Thrive is a fun way to help extend our   

experiences and I look forward to creating more 

after the summer break! 



 

In key stage 2 we have just returned from a fantastic residential two night stay in Cumbria on 

the edge of the Lake District. The pupils put their own tents up and were encouraged to be 

responsible for their own kit, clothing, washing up etc. They took part in gorge walking         

activities in Coniston and mountain biking around the local roads and various explorations of 

the local area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have studied the geography and religions of India, forces such as gravity and air 

resistance, food chains and habitats alongside daily core subjects of English and maths. We 

are proud of the progress our pupils have made this year, with all of them making at least   

expected progress if not better, and we wish them all the luck for 2017-18, whether they are 

moving into key stage 3 or are staying with us for another year, in year 6. 

Key Stage 2 



 

KS2 have had an exciting year exploring a range of Thrive activities! This year has seen 

the introduction of a Thrive room, which children have enjoyed going to for their 

individual sessions. In here, they have engaged in sand play, crafts, reading and short 

games, all of which have positively contributed towards their Social and Emotional 

development. 

As well as individual sessions, children 

have also spent lots of time working in 

groups to build positive relationships and 

learn about one another. The children in 

KS2 have enjoyed making hand and sock 

puppets, which they designed very 

carefully and were then able to play 

with after. Biscuit and cake decorating 

has given the children an opportunity to 

be creative with their peers, and share 

some quieter time together. 
The children in KS2 also put lots of thought 

into creating their ‘Salt and Chalk Jars’. By 

carefully choosing symbolic colours that 

meant something to them, they used a new 

technique to create a multi-layered, colourful 

jar of memories. 

A memorable Thrive session for our children 

involved our fruit tasting activity! They were 

very adventurous and enjoyed the new sour 

and sweet tastes of the fruits they tried!

We have focused on trying to encourage eye-

contact with our children, and have 

therefore directed a range of our creative 

lessons towards the facial features. Children 

have produced some excellent work during 

our ‘fun-with-faces’ sessions!



 

Term 1 - Autumn 2017 
Development Days:  Monday 4th September 
Term Dates: Tuesday 5th  September - Friday 20th  October 
Autumn Break: Monday 23rd  October - Friday 27th  October 
 
Term 2 
Term Dates: Monday 30th  October - Friday 22nd December          
Christmas Break: Monday 25th December – Friday 5th  January 
2018 
 
Term 3 - Spring 2018 
Development Day: Monday 8th January  
Term Dates: Tuesday 9th January - Friday 9th February  
February Break: Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 
 
Term 4 
Term Dates: Monday 19th February – Thursday 29th March 
Spring Break: Friday 30th March  - Friday 13th April   
 
Term 5 - Summer 2018 
Development Day: Monday 16th April 
 
Term Dates: Tuesday 17th April - Friday 25th  May 
May Day - Monday 7th  May 
May Break: Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June   
 
Term 6  
Term Dates: Monday 4th  June - Friday 20th July 
 

We wish you all a very safe and happy summer  
and we look forward to welcoming our young people back in school  

on Tuesday 5th September 

 

2017—2018 Term Dates 
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