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Message from the Headteacher 

As we near the end of term,  it is always a pleasure  for myself and the staff 

to  not only reflect upon the pupils’ achievements but also their                  

engagement in the activities on offer, including their take on a Macmillan 

Coffee Morning which was definitely not conventional!   

Our student population has continued to grow and we have welcomed 9 

new students into Key Stage 2 and 2 into our Key Stage 3 cohort.  

I always feel incredibly proud to receive feedback from visitors who look 

around the school  and then comment about how they are impressed about 

the positive feel to the school, the relationships our pupils have with staff 

and the welcome they receive from our young people.  

We will sadly be saying goodbye to our Deputy Headteacher, Mr 

Joy who is moving to a school nearer home. During the two years 

he has been at Forest Moor, he has  made an enormous              

contribution to the development of teaching and  learning and he 

will be missed by both staff and students.   

I hope you have a very peaceful and happy Christmas. 

Having worked hard all term, our pupils will be ready 

for a break and the opportunity  to recharge their 

batteries.  I look forward to welcoming them back on 

Tuesday 9th January 2018. 

Buon Natale e Felice 

Anno nuovo 

(Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year)  
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This term KS3 pupils at Forest Moor have been getting into the 

festive spirit in their English lessons studying Charles Dickens’ fes-

tive novella ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

The well known story of Scrooge, Tiny Tim and the Christmas 

ghosts have allowed the pupils to explore Dickens’ language and 

where many of our Christmas time traditional come from. 

 

 

 

Year 8 and Year 9 pupils have worked hard taking on the challenges of 

a GCSE drama playscript, ‘Our Day Out’ by Liverpool’s Willy Russell. 

This play, a regular in the West End of London, explores how children 

respond to different types of education and the importance of enjoying 

learning and going on school trips! Pupils used scouse accents and their 

acting skills to bring the script to life, as well as exploring the language 

used by the writer and how the working-class characters were present-

ed as everyday heroes to the audience.    

 We began the school year by reading ‘Billionaire Boy’ written by well- known children’s author, actor and 

Britain’s Got Talent Judge David Walliams! This fantastic comedy with a hard- hitting moral message was a 

great opportunity for pupils to practise a range of writing skills, using their imaginative and creative skills 

to explore the life of a billionaire- it turns out it is not as easy as you might think! The pupils quickly       

decided that having true friends, working hard and earning praise and money was far more important 

than being simply being rich!  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Pupils have written ‘mock’ job and college applications 

and personal statements sharing their aspirations and 

ambitions for the future and celebrating their many 

skills, work experience gained at school and home and 

their achievements to date!  
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Gold Award ELC 

Level 1 and Level 2 Functional Skills 

Pupils in Year 9, 10 and Y11 have been working hard to meet the challenges of AQA’s ELC Silver and 

Gold Award, tackling texts from the 19th Century and applying themselves to a wide range of tasks ex-

ploring the language, structure and presentation of demanding texts which will prepare them for their 

GCSE studies as well as giving them an important qualification.  

The students in these classes have aimed high and taken their Functional Skills Level 1 and Level 2  

studies very seriously. Pupils had to ensure they had prepared well, revised their skills and knowledge 

and put themselves to the test!  The staff at Forest Moor are not only proud of the pupils’ achievements 

to date in English but of the way they have supported each other and worked collaboratively to meet 

their goals. The pupils had to present their ideas, and engage in group discussion tasks for their Speak-

ing and Listening modules; they had to write imaginatively to describe and learn how to be masters of             

persuasion as well as reading texts as wide ranging as Shakespeare, Charles Darwin and Roald Dahl!     



 

 

It’s been a productive term so far in DT.     

Everyone from KS2- KS4 gets involved using 

the tools and the machines. Pupils have   

produced lots of different  things.  There  are 

lots of amazing  Christmas  decorations  and 

hampers  being created this term  for       

families  to enjoy!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Our Thrive sessions contiue 

to be busy and packed with lots of 

activities. Each individuals tailor m
ade 

plan  supports them to experience a 

range of different experiences to      
 

enhance their  d
evelopment.  

 

 

 

 
 

 We have been working a lot         

towards the Christmas festivities. 

We have been making Salt dough 

ornaments, Baubles, Festive pegs 

and bookmarks etc etc. Our talents 

are endless where craft activities 

are available. 

 

We have been trying to make slime using several different 

methods.  We have had a few unsuccessful attempts but now 

we have finally mastered the technique! 

We also have been busy redecorating our 

Thrive room to make it a more productive 

working  enviroment where the children can 

feel relaxed and settled. We have a range of 

lovely colours and 3 different areas to reflect 

the different learning strands that we work 

 

 

 



 

Maths at Forest Moor changed this September with a new teacher leading the subject.  Mr Chadwick has 

brought changes to the room with darts and draughts being used in reward times at the ends of lessons when all 

work has been completed to develop maths skills and thinking.   

In KS3 so far this year we have worked on area and perimeter, algebra, fractions and probability.  Where possible 

we like to add practical and real life activities into maths, though as you can see not everyone liked testing which 

side you toast would fall!  The roulette wheel got many of the boys quite excited.  Most of them lost heavily and 

it was explained to them how the numbers work against them and that the ‘House always wins!’ 

In KS4 all the students have been given the opportunity to work towards their GCSE in June 2018.  There has 

been some excellent work by some of them studying up to grade C or as it is now know the new Grade 3.  With 

continued hard work and attendance to school and lessons there is a good possibility that some students can do 

themselves proud and reach their potential! 

In 2018 all students will get the chance to complete their Entry level 3 maths certificate which will give some 

young people an early qualification and for others make sure that they have 

achieved something to help them on their next steps when they leave us.   
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Y10 Thrive 

“You get out what you put in” 

This has been the main focus for our Thrive sessions this term and the boys are beginning to see this.  By coming 

to school, working hard they have developed good relationships with each other and their Tutor team and from 

this we have had some interesting trips out to places such as: 

 Pateley Moor using the Kelly Kettle to make hot dogs. 

 West End Reservoir to explore the sunken village – we saw a very strange creature on this trip! 

 Otley Chevin for an Autumn Barbeque  

 Ripley Castle, Tropical world, Leeds Armouries and more. 

It has been great to see the boys maturity and having fun and through this we have been able to give them more 

responsibility in the planning and activities that we do.   

Other skills that they are increasingly demonstrating are planning/thinking ahead for equipment and resources, 

the ability to follow systems e.g. when lighting fires and resilience to keep going through the wet and cold.   
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Year 7 have had an excellent 1st term in science. They have studied 3 topics so far this year 

and have looked at ‘systems for survival’, ‘staying alive’ and ‘earth, space and beyond’. No 

small task doing that much science in a term! They have embraced the challenge and have in 

the process gained excellent lab skills. Some of the practicals they have particularly enjoyed 

were probably the dissections! They have started being reactive and will undoubtedly enjoy 

the colours of that topic. 

 



 

 

Have continued in science as they set out in year 7 and we have some new additions that 

make the learning in science excellent! They have studied 2 topics so far and have looked 

at ‘how living things interact’, ‘how things move’. They are nearly finished ‘environmental 

chemistry’. They have enjoyed the challenge and have in the process made great progress. 

Some of the practicals they have particularly enjoyed are the pitfall traps and they like do-

ing the whoosh bottle! 

 



 

Have also had an excellent year and have started BTEC science 

for the key stage 4 curriculum. They have really enjoyed many 

of their practicals. They have all shown great maturity and are 

making great progress with their coursework and are working 

particularly well independently. Very impressed! 

 



 

 

Some students have worked extremely hard on his Level 2 BTEC 

in applied science. All have shown great safety and maturity in 

their lab work and I have no doubt will achieve well in year 11. 

They are flying through their coursework! 

 



Chris is doing particularly well with his BTEC science and is on the last unit! 

But others are working well and new comer Bernie is working hard on a pro-

ject for the school. 

 



In year 11 functional skills we have been preparing a raised bed 

so that we can try our hand at planting vegetables. We hope to 

grow all sorts of different types of vegetables then harvest cook 

and eat them. 

It has been a challenge to weed and fertilize the soil and we have 

dug in some well-rotted horse manure.  

We have also been tidying up the surrounding area and have 

built a compost bin to provide good compost later on in the 

year. Although it looks quite barren now we will keep you posted 

with the results   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“I thought 

the painting 

was colour-

ful. The man 

came all the 

way from   

India” —  

Owen 

“I liked the market statues and colourful decorations “ -  Georgia 
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It has been a brilliant first term 

in Westend! Here is the 

whole class with their       

Halloween Mummies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Salts Mill Art Gallery 

In the art department pupils have been busy working towards the Arts Award.  

Year 8 and 9 have visited Harlow Carr gardens and created sculptures from natural materials; 

rocks, sticks, leaves and hessian. The pupils enjoyed working outside and especially the freedom 

of using new media.  Oliver and Sam made a water bear! and successfully managed to attach it to 

the tree.  

As part of our project creating resources from recycled materials pupils painted tyres which are 

now located in the arts garden, which has really brighten things up. Next year we plan to add 

more to the garden. 

Year 10 visited the Salts Mill Art Gallery and observed David Hockney’s Arrival of Spring               

exhibition. 

Making a 

water bear 
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More Art Projects 
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“I enjoyed everything! I 

loved it, it taught us a lot”! 

 



 

 

They have also been cooking 

on open fires in the school 

grounds; cooking anything 

from pastry covered hotdogs 

to chocolate and caramel 

filled apple puddings!  

 

Key Stage Two have been exploring and adventuring in 

the area around school; they have explored Stainburn 

forest where they built their own woodland shelters 

and played tracking games in the trees.  

Key Stage Three have been climbing at Harrogate Climbing 

wall and are really developing their skills in the bouldering 

wall and supporting each other whilst trying different 

Climbing challenges. They have also spent some time ex-

ploring Otley Chevin Forest Park; whilst there they have 

been using stoves to make themselves bacon sandwiches.  

 Key stage four have been developing their survival 

and camouflage skills during outdoor Education, as 

well as using stoves in remote areas to keep us well 

fed!  

Year 10 have also been enjoying visiting Leeds 

Climbing wall where they are able develop their 

skills in a more challenging environment. 



Hmm—is this a test? 

Mrs Welch, Vice-chair of Governors 

tries to win some tasty treats! 

 

 

Josh’s famous chilli challenge! 

 

 

 

 

This year,  our incredible students did not just  

limit the morning to coffee and cakes, they also  

invented some very interesting challenges to raise even  

more money for this very worthwhile cause. 

We were delighted with the final total of £182.40 

Thank you to all parents and Governors who supported the event. 



The Emotional Literacy room gets a facelift! 

Recently pupils in KS3 and KS4 who have 1:1 Emotional Literacy sessions with Mrs Exley have been busy 

giving the EL room a facelift! 

Pupils took charge of the budget and helped to decorate the room with new bunting, curtains,  pictures, 

mobiles and lamps. 

They also recently added a Christmas tree to add to the festive spirit! 

Emotional Literacy Intervention is an individually tailored programme where pupils explore their feelings, 

learning how to recognise and respond to uncomfortable emotions.  

Pupils also undertake work on Social Skills, Self-Esteem, Self-Regulation and Self Awareness. 



This term in PE pupils have been working hard to improve some key athletic skills through games of 

football, basketball and dodge ball. The older pupils in the school have also had their first experience 

working out in the multi gym. This has given them chance to learn about the human anatomy and how 

training can affect sporting performance. 

I would also like to mention the fact that there has been a core of pupils who have gone out and        

represented Forest Moor School in sporting competitions against other schools in North Yorkshire. 

These young athletes are starting to provide the school with a reputation of being a sporting             

powerhouse, winning games of football and tag rugby. 

I am already looking forward to seeing pupils from our school taking part in the upcoming Athletics, 

badminton and table tennis competitions that are commencing shortly after the Christmas break.  
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We hope you have a 

wonderful 

Christmas  

and a  

Happy New Year 

We look forward to 

seeing all our young 

people on  

Tuesday 9th January 

2018 


